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Situation 

In February, 1985 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff received 
information alleging improper disposal of lead arsenate resulting from a 
trainwreck. According to the allegation, drums of powdered lead arsenate were 
buried on the railroad right-of-way near Highway 10 and Ramsey Boulevard, The 
drums had been damaged during a trainwreck and the arsenate supposedly spilled 
out of many. No specific information pertaining to the burial methods was 
provided by the informant. However, the drums were supposedly moved to the 
Darling siding near Randall, Minnesota, after an adjacent landowner objected to 
the burial at the Ramsey Boulevard location. The activities may have occurred 
10-15 years ago. 

The informant indicated that Burlington Northern Railroad Company had records 
about the trainwreck and disposal activities. MPCA staff sent an informal 
request for information to the Company. The Company replied that they had no 
information that would confirm the allegation. 

Inspection Priority Recommendation *, 

The MPCA staff have conducted a Preliminary Assessment for Burlington Northern -
Ramsey Boulevard (Site). As a result, the Agency staff believe that the Site 
represents a low potential hazard to the environment because many of the 
residences are on a municipal water supply, however, there are residences that 
rely on private wells. The reply from Burlington Northern Railroad Company was 
not sufficient to either confirm nor disprove the allegation. In conclusion, 
the MPCA staff hereby recommend that the Site be assigned a low (pending) 
priority for inspection because of insufficient information. 
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